
Name: ________________________________ Date: ___________

BUOYANCY
THINK FIRST!
If you drop a chunk of clay in water, what will happen?

_______________________________________________________________________
__

_______________________________________________________________________
__

_______________________________________________________________________
__

MATERIALS
• 1 pan 
• 2 pieces of clay 
• water 
• paper towels 
• newspaper 

PROCEDURE
1. Fill the pan 3/4 of the way with tap water.

2. Have each team member use one piece of clay. When working with the clay, keep it on 
the newspaper to keep your desk clean.

3. Squish the clay into a ball. Drop it into the water. What happened?

_______________________________________________________________________
__



_______________________________________________________________________
__

_______________________________________________________________________
__

4. Take the clay out of the water and dry it off. Every time you take it out of the water, 
dry it off to keep it from getting too gooey.

5. Try forming the clay into different shapes to see if you can find a way to make it float.

6. What was important about the shape for the clay to float?

_______________________________________________________________________
__

_______________________________________________________________________
__

_______________________________________________________________________
__

CONCLUSION
_______________________________________________________________________
__

_______________________________________________________________________
__

_______________________________________________________________________
__

WRITE YOUR OWN QUESTION
_______________________________________________________________________
__

_______________________________________________________________________
__

_______________________________________________________________________
__
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